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Storytelling as a Cultural Practice - Pedagogical and
Linguistic Perspectives

Storytelling as a cultural practice permeates all phas-
es and areas of human life. From their earliest days,
children grow into a culture of storytelling, acquire
language and develop writing skills, are introduced to
literature through stories and learn to communicate
through storytelling in multimodal ways: orally and in
writing, by playing, drawing, designing, singing, and
more. In the process of narrating, experiences are
structured, identities are formed, social contexts are
shaped, and wishes and futures are imagined. Narra-
tive connects different times in history and diverse lin-
guistic-cultural spaces, but it also requires time and
space itself. Against the background of an educational
landscape that is currently competence-oriented, the
question arises as to what role the art of storytelling
plays in educational contexts and what possibilities it
opens up for learning. This conference aims to address
this question theoretically and empirically from peda-
gogical and linguistic perspectives.

Storytelling is not a mere account of events or
experiences, but a constructive act in which thoughts
are structured, meanings are produced, and experienc-
es are made. In this way, events and experiences are
shaped in perspective and acquire a subjective meaning.
Narrating and listening, narrating and reading, and nar-
rating and viewing are closely connected and mutually
dependent, since both the interactions and the imagined
others influence one’s own narratives. The tellability of
a story and the way it is told are produced interactively
in social situations and can differ in different linguis-
tic-cultural contexts at the level of syntax, semantics,
and pragmatics.

Narrative research has recently gained much
attention and can be located in different disciplines as
well as in interdisciplinary contexts. Depending on the
perspective taken, on the one hand more pedagogical,
sociological, anthropological, or psychological ques-
tions can be pursued, focussing on the narrators them-
selves and the interactive communicative situations.
On the other hand, there are more linguistic, literary,
or text-oriented questions that focus on the linguistic
or aesthetic object. Oral, written, or visual narratives,
monologic or interactively produced narratives, indi-
vidual acquisition trajectories or comparative situation
representations will be considered.

The conference Storytelling as a Cultural Prac-
tice is dedicated to narrative in educational contexts and
aims to make pedagogical and linguistic approaches
fruitful for each other internationally. With this in mind,
we invite theoretical, empirical, and didactic contribu-
tions that illuminate storytelling as a cultural practice
from different perspectives and explore the interplay be-
tween narrative and learning.

Erzdahlen als kulturelle Praxis - padagogische und
linguistische Perspektiven

Erzahlen als kulturelle Praxis zieht sich durch alle Le-
bensphasen und alle Lebensbereiche. Von klein auf an
wachsen Kinder in eine Kultur des Erzahlens hinein,
eignen sich erzahlend Sprache, Literatur, Medien und

Schrift an und lernen, sich auf multimodele Weise er-
zahlend zu verstandigen: mindlich und schriftlich, beim
Spielen und Zeichnen, beim Gestalten und Singen etc.
Beim Erzahlen werden Erfahrungen strukturiert, Identi-
taten gebildet, soziale Kontexte gestaltet sowie Wiinsche
und Zukinfte imaginiert. Erzahlen verbindet historische
Zeiten und (sprach]kulturelle Raume, braucht aber auch
selbst Zeit und Raum. Die Valenz einer Geschichte und
die Art, wie sie erzahlt wird, sind das Produkt sozialer
Interaktion und konnen je nach sprachlich-kulturellem
Kontext auf verschiedenen Ebenen variieren. Vor dem
Hintergrund einer derzeit kompetenzorientiert gestal-
teten Bildungslandschaft ist zu fragen, welche Rolle
das selbstgeniigsame und eigensinnige Erzahlen in
Bildungskontexten spielt und welche Maoglichkeiten des
Lernens es eroffnet. Dieser Frage soll auf der Konferenz
theoretisch und empirisch aus padagogischen und lin-
guistischen Perspektiven nachgegangen werden.

La narrazione come pratica culturale - prospettive
pedagogiche e linguistiche

La narrazione come pratica culturale attraversa tutte le
fasi della vita e riguarda ogni ambito del vivere e del sa-
pere umano. Fin dalla piu tenera eta, i bambini entrano
in contatto con la cultura della narrazione, attraverso la
quale acquisiscono la lingua, le abilita connesse alla lin-
gua scritta, vengono avvicinati alla letteratura ed impa-
rano a esprimersi e comunicare in modo multimodale:
oralmente e per iscritto, giocando, disegnando, proget-
tando, cantando e cosi via. Con la narrazione si strut-
turano esperienze, si formano identita, si modellano
contesti sociali, siimmaginano futuro e desideri. La nar-
razione collega tempi storici e spazi linguistico-cultura-
li, ma richiede essa stessa tempo e spazio. La valenza di
una storia ed il modo in cui viene raccontata sono il pro-
dotto di un’interazione sociale e possono variare a vari
livelli in relazione al contesto linguistico-culturale. Sullo
sfondo di un panorama educativo attualmente orientato
alle competenze, ci si chiede quale sia il ruolo della nar-
razione nei contesti educativi e quali siano le opportunita
di apprendimento che offre. Questa conferenza invita ad
analizzare tali questioni in modo teorico ed empirico dal
punto di vista pedagogico e linguistico.

La naraziun scioche pratica culturala - prospetives
pedagogiches y linguistiches

La naraziun scioche pratica culturala fej pert de dotes
les fases dla vita y reverda vigni ciamp dl vire y dl savéi
uman. Bele da pici roia i mituns en contat cun la cultura
dla naraziun, te chéra che ai crésc y cun chéra che ai
tol so le lingaz te sues formes orales y scrites y impara
da comuniché y da se fa capi te na manira multimodala.
La naraziun strotoréia esperiénzes, forma identités,
modeléia contesc soziai y nes lascia imaginé dejiders y
le dagni. Cun la naraziun coli€ion témps storics y arees
linguistich-culturales desvalies, mo ara & instéssa
debojégn de témp y lerch. Tl contest educatif che é
atualménter orienté ales competénzes, se damanon
ci funziuns che la naraziun a avisa y ci oportunités de
aprendimént che ara pita. La chestiun gnara analisada
teoricaménter y empiricaménter da punc de odida
pedagogics y linguistics.



Topics

We are looking forward to your submission of theoreti-
cal, empirical, or didactic contributions focusing on the
following topics:

— Language, literature, and writing acquisition
through narratives

— Communication through storytelling
in multimodal ways

— Forming and imagining experiences in narrative
— ldentity construction through storytelling
— Social communication through storytelling

— Shaping the past and envisioning
the future through storytelling

— Different linguistic-cultural contexts
of storytelling

— Possibilities that storytelling opens
up for learning

— Thought structuring and meaning making
in narratives

— The interplay between narrating and listening,
reading, and viewing skills

— Narratives as a linguistic
(i.e. syntactic, semantic, pragmatic) object

Confirmed keynote speakers

Marina Bondi
(University of Modena and Reggio Emilia, Italy)

Sjaak Kroon
(Tilburg University, Netherlands)

Daniel Perrin
(Zurich University of Applied Sciences, Switzerland)

Petra Wieler
(Freie Universitat Berlin, Germany)

Contributions
The two categories of contributions are (1) individual pa-
pers and (2) posters.

Individual papers: Papers are formal presentations on
original research by one or more authors, lasting a total
of 30 minutes (20 minutes for presentation and 10 min-
utes for discussion). Please note that the time limit will
be strictly adhered to.

Posters: Poster sessions are for displaying research
that offers the opportunity for individualised, informal
discussion of the research. Posters are especially effec-
tive for presenting work-in-progress, fieldwork and re-
sults of empirical research if data can be presented vis-
ually (e.g. charts, graphs, tables, pictures, transcripts).
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A block of time will be designated when presenters can
discuss their posters. Posters should be in the size of
DIN AO in portrait format.

The conference language is English.

Proposals

Abstracts should be written in English and up to 350
words in length (including references). Short biograph-
ical notes giving name, affiliation, main areas of work
and research (up to 50 words) should be added.
Submission is already open and will close on 15 April
2021. Presenters are requested to include their email
address in the submitted MS-Word documents.

All proposals should be sent to

Proposals will be evaluated in terms of quality of con-
tent, significance, originality, thematic relevance, and
presentation. The acceptance of proposals will be an-
nounced by 15 May 2021.

Conference Presentation Policies

Individuals may submit a maximum of one abstract as
first author, whether a paper or a poster. Only two au-
thors are permitted per proposal.

It is assumed that all proposals represent original and
unpublished work that is not yet available to the re-
search community. The presenter must be a registered
attending participant at the conference. The conference
policy is that the author will present the paper on the day
and time assigned by the conference organisers.

Publication
Selected contributions will be published in an edited vol-
ume after the conference.
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